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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings^p of claims in tlie 
application: 

Ustmg of Claims; 

1 . (Currently amended) A system for the adjustable placement of foodstuff, the system 
comprising: 

a lateral conveyance apparatus having a first transport surface constructed and 
arranoed to receive ro ws of foodstuff items, wherein the rows mav contain 
various numbers of foodstuff items, a nd a lateral shift mechanism linked to the 
transport surface and an adjacent second transport surface. 

2. (Original) The system of claim 1 wherein the second transport surfaces is included on an 
axial spacing apparatus adjacent and downstream to the lateral conveyance apparatus. 

3. (Currently amended) The system of claim 1 further Including a means for sensing the 
location of the foodstuff items o n one of the transport surfaces and communicating a 
signal to the lateral shift mechanism. 

4. (Original) The system of claim 3 wherein the sensing means communicates to the lateral 
shift mechanism through a controller. 

5. (Original) The system of daim 1 furither comprising a stroke adjuster for setting the 
lateral travel of the lateral shift mechanism. 

6. (Original) The system of claim 3 wherein the sensing means comprises a contact 
sensor. 

7. (Original) The system of claim 1 wherein one of the transport surfaces comprises a 
conveyor belt 
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8. (Currently amended) The system of claim 7 further comprising a timing means motor 
assembly f or controiiing the speed of the conveyor laell. 

9. (Original) The system of claim 3 wherein the lateral shift mechanism comprises a 
pneumatic or hydraulic cylinder assembly. 

10. (Currently Amended) A system for adjustable placement of foodstuff, comprising: 
a QCt of transport GurfaooG> and in tho sot: 

a pair of transport surfaces in tho sot wherein one of the pair of transport 

surfaces is a dapted to present rows of foodstuf f items, wherein the rows 
may oontain various numbers of foodstuff Items, so that th§_fbodstuff 
Items fT lsn are foco i vcd on o downstroom mombor of th e p ai r fignsferretf 
from one of the transport.surfaces in a first arrancement to another of the 
transport surfaces in ItanJ a second laterally shifted and axlally more 
compact arrangement than tranofon-od from an adjaoont upstream 
tranoport nurfacQ , and 

a pair of tranoport aurfaooo odoptod go that foodotuff io roco l ved on a 

downGtrcam mombor of tho pair in □ latoro i ly chif t od arrangomcnt rolativo 
to tho arrangomcnt CQfticd on on adjaoont upstream transport - curfQoo 
arrangcmont, the system being capable of delivering the rows of foodstuff 
items t o a downstream food proceBsing apparatus in a nested 
arrangernent 

11. -13. (Canceled) 
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14. (Currently Amended) A system for the adjustable placement of foodstuff, the system 
comprising: 

an upstream apparatus for presenting n first set oturat sets o f foodstuff items with 
each set arranged in rows , wherein each row mav contain various numbers of 
foodstuff Items^ 

a transport surface that receives the foodstuff items from the upstream apparatus; 

a lateral shift mechanism mechanically linked to the transport surface for selectively 
laterally adjusting the transport surface within a predetermined range so that 9 
Gocond one set of foodstuff Itenisfeemf presented by the fifst upstream 
apparatus is offset ther e from from an adjacent set of foodstuff items : and 

a downstream apparatus for processing foodstuff that rocoivos on a transport -C Hirfao e 
t b n ranir . r>f fnorinh tff frnm th ft. lntnrni ndjuoting conv e yo r ^the downstream 
apparatus having a transport surface for receiving the plural sets of foodstuff 
from the lateral adjusting conveyor , 

16. (Currently amended) The system of claim 14 further Including a means associated with 
the laterally adjustable conveyor for sensing the location of the foodstuff jlsms on the 
transport surface. 

16. (Original) Hie system of claim 14 wherein the upstream apparatus comprises an axial 
spacing apparatus, 

17. (Original) The system of claim 14 vtrtierein the downstream apparatus comprises an oven 
with a transport surface running therethrough. 
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18. (Original) The system of claim 14 wherein the downstream apparatus comprises an axial 
spacing apparatus. 

19. (Original) The system of claim 14 further comprising an axial spacing apparatus 
disposed between the lateral shift mechanism and the downstream apparatus, the transport 
surface linked to the lateral shift mechanism capable of transfening foodstuff at a higher 
speed than the transport surface of the downstream apparatus. 

20. (Original) The system of claim 14 further comprising an axial spacing apparatus 
disposed between the upstream apparatus and the transport surface linked to the lateral 
shift mechanism. 

21. -25. (Canceled) 

26. (Currently Amended) A method for manufacturing a lateral conveyance apparatus 
comprising the steps of: 

' providing a transport surface for receiving plural sets of foods tuff items arranged in 
rows, wherein each row foodstuff items mav co ntain various numbers of foodstuff 
items, ; 

providing a lateral shift mechanism; and 

assembling the transport surtiace to the lateral shift mechanism so that the lateral 
shift mechanism laterally shifts the transport surface within a predetennined 
range. 

27. (Cunently amended) The method of claim 26 further comprising the steps of: 

providing a sensing means for sensing 4teFHS-e* JbfiJbodstuff iterns_on the transport 
surface; and 
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assembling the sensing means to the apparatus so that- the foodstuff items may be 
sensed, the sensing means including means for generating a signal to activate 
the faterai shift mechanism. 

28. (Original) The method of claim 26 further comprising the steps of: 

providing a stroke adjuster; and 

assembling the stroke adjuster to the apparatus so that the lateral shift mechanism 
may be set within the range. 

29. (Original) The method of claim 26 further comprising the steps of: 

providing a speed controlling mechanism; and 

assembling the speed controlling mechanism adjacent to ttie apparatus so that the 
speed of the transport surface may be adjusted. 

30. (Currently amended) The method of daim 26 further comprising the step of: 

aligning the transport surface of the lateral conveyance apparatus adjacent a second 
transport surface so that items of the foodstuff Items may be transferred from one 
transport surface to the other. 
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